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Aid For The Fallen By Sir Thomas Brock





Ethics Fast & Slow
People are morally responsible for 
decisions if they have:
a) morally relevant information,
b) freedom to act and
c) the situation has ethical risk.  



‘Moral Machines: When the Trolley Fights Back’ 
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/sciencecommunication/2020/10/11/moral-machines-when-the-trolley-fights-back/

https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/sciencecommunication/2020/10/11/moral-machines-when-the-trolley-fights-back/


When things go wrong…





https://www.engadget.com/2012-07-11-lockheed-martin-f-35-hands-on.html



Elish, M. C. (2019). Moral crumple zones: Cautionary tales in human-robot interaction. 

Engaging Science, Technology, and Society, 5, 40-60.



Good, bad, mad or 
cooked apples



NTSB Investigation Into Deadly Uber Self-Driving Car Crash Reveals Lax Attitude Toward Safety (7 Nov 2019) 
https://spectrum.ieee.org/cars-that-think/transportation/self-driving/ntsb-investigation-into-deadly-uber-
selfdriving-car-crash-reveals-lax-attitude-toward-safety

https://spectrum.ieee.org/cars-that-think/transportation/self-driving/ntsb-investigation-into-deadly-uber-selfdriving-car-crash-reveals-lax-attitude-toward-safety




The ethics of individuals & 
the ethics of states



• realism
• militarism
• pacifism 
• the just war 
• legitimate authority
• just cause
• proportionality and the 

recourse to war
• last resort
• proportionality and the conduct of war
• noncombatant immunity
• peacemaking



“In the lawless, Hobbesian world of 
international affairs, the policy maker was 
always dealing with particulars and 
exceptions, specific problems situated in the 
immediate present”.

”Moral principles are universal and 
timeless…foreign policy is bounded by 
circumstances” Henry Kissinger 

Barry Gewen ‘The Inevitability of Tragedy: 
Henry Kissinger and His World’



Australia’s System of Control and applications for Autonomous Weapon Systems (2019) 
https://meetings.unoda.org/section/ccw-gge-2019-documents/

See also ‘The Australian Article 36 Review Process’ (2018)  https://meetings.unoda.org/section/ccw-gge-2018-documents/

https://meetings.unoda.org/section/ccw-gge-2019-documents/
https://meetings.unoda.org/section/ccw-gge-2018-documents/


Introduction to the ethics of Robotics Autonomous 
Systems and Artificial Intelligence in Defence





Pragmatic tools for considering and managing 
ethical risks in AI for Defence



What should 
we do?



What should we 
do?
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