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Lieutenant Colonel McDermott’s experience in the first phase of his
career was broad. Operationally he took part in the invasion of Iraq in
2003 as an Armoured Troop Leader, and then served in Afghanistan
three times (including in support of special operations). In his last
deployment as a Major in 2013 he was the Officer Commanding of the Brigade Reconnaissance
Force for the 7th Armoured Brigade (the Desert Rats), a bespoke sub-unit responsible for ‘find
to strike’ operations. For this he was awarded the United Kingdom’s highest award for
command and leadership in combat, the Distinguished Service Order. He has worked on the
joint staff as an AdC and Military Assistant at 3* and 2* level in the European Union Military
Headquarters, and as SO2 Campaigns at the UK Directorate of Special Forces. He attended the
Australian Command and Staff College in 2011 and was awarded the Governor General’s Prize
as the overall best student. He finished his pre-Australian Army career teaching Command,
Leadership and Management at the Joint Command and Staff College in Shrivenham.
Lieutenant Colonel McDermott made the transition to the Australian Army in 2015. He served
in HQ FORCOMD as both SO2 Lessons and then SO1 PME, where he was responsible for the
development of the Cove professional development project and the writing of a PME Strategy
for Army as part of the Ryan Review. For this work he was awarded the Conspicuous Service
Cross. In 2017 he became the Chief of Staff Operations for the Australian Amphibious Task
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accepted as a part-time PhD candidate with the Australian National University, where he is
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